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having received warning, had  prepared itself to receive
the English attack and had made very strong barricades.
But further information was elicited which showed that
there was another means of approach, an extremely difficult
path, only used by the native Amerindians.    One of their
Spanish prisoners offered to lead them along this way, and
accordingly a party  of  English   soldiers   marched with
their officers in Indian file through the woods "and over
such high mountains that they had never before seen the
like".    The path was barricaded in various places with
trees, which they were obliged to cut through, but they had
brought carpenters with them for that purpose.    The tops
of the mountains were so extremely high and so steeply
upright that many of the soldiers fainted by the way, and
at first refused to go any farther, saying that their officers
might kill them if they liked, but move they could not;
so several of them had to be left behind lying on the
ground.    At length the top of the mountain was reached,
and a stay was made to refresh the men, and to permit of
most of the  laggards  catching up with  them.    During
this time the party was drenched with the rain and the
heavy mists.    As soon as they descended from the highest
altitudes the weather cleared and they were able to dis-
tinguish the town of Sant' lago de Leon not far from them.
Therefore they all stopped, cleaned and loaded their mus-
kets, displayed their colours, and discharged a volley, to
the dismay of the Spaniards.    After this they marched on
at a round pace.    The enemy was in readiness outside the
town to encounter them on horseback.    This place where
the Spanish cavalry was drawn up was a smooth field, with-
out hedge, bush, or ditch, and with no obstructions except
the  watercourses.     Strange  to  say,   however,   as   they
marched forward the Spanish cavalry fled, after one of